Pretty Shaky String Band

Chord Book 2026
East Lansing, Michigan

Compiled and Designed by
Kathleen A. Clifford



This Book Belongs To



— ————_———————

Pretty Shaky String Band Chord Book,

Table of Contents......c.ccccccevvevevneennee. 1
Disclaimers....ccceceeiecinrecnenecncceccnnnes 2
Special Thank Yous......cccccceeviennnnnes 3
Once aShaky ...cccceeeeecenrcnceninnecanenes 4
Pretty Shaky String Band History.... 5
Alphabetical List of Tunes.............. 7
Tunes by Key....cccceeeeiieriniecenecececanees 10
Tune Charts.....ccccvciucencrcencnnenes 13-57
Shakys in Action......cccccceeeeaeeee 58 - 88
Bibliography.....ccccccecieceieccececeecenecs 89
To Be Continued.......cccccecvvvecncncnnnns 90

i"iE v

-

: .‘.%‘ |
SN



DISCLAIMERS

The tunes in this chord book are mostly traditional.
All copyrights are acknowledged to original artists
when known. Every region has its own way of
rendering tunes. The following tunes represent
decades of accumulated versions, contributions and
even a couple of compromises. Please season to taste.
This handbook is for instructional purposes
only and is considered non-profit.

No parts may be copied with the intent to make a profit.
If an original artist would like their tune removed
please let us know and it will be omitted immediately.
The creator takes no ownership of any of the traditional
tunes or tunes by known artists. All photos
© Kathleen Clifford unless otherwise specified.




SPECIAL THANK YOUS

Thank you Shakys for all your advice, encouragement
and assistance. You made me feel welcomed
as a beginner mandolin player. Likewise,
Bath Market Minstrels and
Woldumar Bluegrass Jam members.

A heartfelt thanks to The Peoples Church
of East Lansing for providing such a wonderful
setting for our gatherings.

Last, but not least, Stan and Lily Werbin of
Elderly Instruments for your vision and
decades of inspiration. Visit our
Elderly Instruments friends online at: elderly.com

Kathleen Clifford




‘Once a Shaky... Always a Shaky”
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PRETTY SHAKY STRING BAND
May 2026

A Little History of the Pretty Shaky String Band

The Pretty Shaky String Band is an open jam session originating
in East Lansing, Ml circa 50 years ago. At that time, Elderly Instruments
was young and located downtown across from the Michigan State
University campus. The Pretty Shaky String Band arose out of that community.
They and all who would follow would meet every Wednesday at 7pm

for the next five decades. The Pretty Shaky String Band is indeed

an institution. In 2023, they received the Michigan Heritage Award
from the Michigan Traditional Arts Program at MSU. Many of
Michigan's finest folk musicians are Shaky alumni.

Primarily an Old Time folk music jam, Shakys also perform at
various events around the community. The Shakys are a friendly
and laid-back group. They follow a round robin format so
everyone gets a chance to pick a tune.

If you are looking for an Old Time jam in mid-Michigan, players
and listeners are always welcome. The Shakys currently meet
at The Peoples Church in downtown East Lansing at
200 W. Grand River, E. Lansing, Ml 48823. A Shaky website
with upcoming events, tune lists, and chord charts is available at:
theprettyshakystringband.com
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https://theprettyshakystringband.com/




1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
27)
28)

Alphabetical List of Tunes

Angelina Baker (D)

Arkansas Traveler (D)

Ashokan Farewell (D) .......ccccceeuereerennaene. Jay Unger & Molly Mason
Auger in the Ditch (G)

Avalon Quick Step (D)

Barlow Knife (G)

Big Scioty (G)

Billy in the Lowground (C)

Blackberry Blossom (G)

Briarpicker Brown (D)

Bug in the Taters (D)

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July (D)
Cherokee Lady (D)

Cherokee Shuffle (A)

Cherokee Shuffle (D)

Chinese Breakdown (D)

Colored Aristocracy (G)

Cora Dye (G)

Crooked Stovepipe (G)

Crow Creek (A)

Cuffy (G)

Cumberland Gap (D)

Don Tremaine’s Reel (D)

Eighth of January (D)

Emma’s Pride (D) cccceeeeereienrerecececannnnes Emma Warner

Five Miles from Town (D)
Flop-Eared Mule (D/A)
Flowers of Edinburgh (G)




Alphabetical List of Tunes Continued

29) Forked Deer (D)

30) Girl | Left Behind Me (G)

31) Grasshopper Sitting on a Sweet Potato Vine (D)
32) Green Leaf Fancy (G) ..cccceeeveecececerecannenns Norman Blake
33) Hangman’s Reel (A)

34) Indian Corn (G)

35) Jeff City (G)

36) Jimmy in the Swamp (G)

37) Johnny, Johnny Don’t Get Drunk (D)

38) Julie AnnJohnson (D)

39) Jumpin’ Toothache (G)

40) L & N Rag(C)

41) Levi Jackson Rag (G) Pinewoods ................. Pat Shaw
42) Levi Jackson Rag (G) Barnes Book................ Pat Shaw
43) Liberty (D)

44) Little Billy Wilson (A)

45) Little Dutch Girl (A)

46) Lostin the Woods (G) ..ccccceeeeeecerenennancens Mike Ross
47) Magpie (G)
48) March of St. Timothy (G) ....cccceevucenraneene. Judi Morningstar

49) Michigan Pioneer (D)

50) Midnight on the Water (D)
51) Mississippi Sawyer (D)
52) Moon Behind the Hill (G)

53) Mr. Chubbs’ Waltz (G) ...cccceeeeevenverencacnnnes Nick Rowse
54) Nail That Catfish to the Tree (G) ............ Steve Rosen
55) Nixon’s Farewell (D) ...ccccceevereereceeecannaens Curtis Bouterse
¥
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Alphabetical List of Tunes Continued

Old Chattanooga (G)

Over the Waterfall (D)

Pig Ankle Rag (D)

Puncheon Floor (G/D)

Quince Dillon’s High D (D)

Ragtime Annie (D/G)

Red Wing (G)

Rock the Cradle Joe (D)

Roscoe (G)

Round the Horn (G) Portland Collection ....... Jay Unger
Round the Horn (G) ....cceeieeieeinneeinnneennennens Jay Unger
Sadie at the Back Door (D) ..cccceeeeeevencnnnene. Jere Canote
Sarah Armstrong (D)

Seneca Square Dance (Waiting for the Federals) (G)
Shenandoah Falls (A)

Shove That Pig’s Foot a Little Further in the Fire (G)

Shuffle About (D)
Snake River Reel (D) Portland Collection ...... Peter Lippincott
Snake River Reel (D) ..ccceuieienieiecnieeacennannns Peter Lippincott

Soldier’s Joy (D)

Spotted Pony (D)

Springfield (D) ccccciviiiiiiciiiiiciiinicceicicecneees Erynn Marshall
St. Anne’s Reel (D)

Sweet Bundy (D)

Ten Strike (C)

Tombigbee Waltz (G)

Walkin’ Uptown (D)

West Fork Gals (D)

Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
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Tunes by Key

C
Cherokee Shuffle (A) Billy in the Lowground (C)
Crow Creek (A) L & N Rag(C)
Hangman’s Reel (A) Ten Strike (C)

Little Billy Wilson (A)
Little Dutch Girl (A)
Shenandoah Falls (A)

Angelina Baker (D)

Arkansas Traveler (D)

Ashokan Farewell (D) ...ccccucveiecencennececnennes Jay Unger & Molly Mason
Avalon Quickstep (D)

Briarpicker Brown (D)

Bug in the Taters (D)

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July (D)

Cherokee Lady (D)

Cherokee Shuffle (D)

Chinese Breakdown (D)

Cumberland Gap (D)

Don Tremaine’s Reel (D)

Eighth of January (D)

Emma’s Pride (D) cccceceeeeeienrerecnceeecennennne Emma Warner

Five Miles from Town (D)

Flop-Eared Mule (D/A)

Forked Deer (D)

Grasshopper Sitting on a Sweet Potato Vine (D)
Johnny, Johnny Don’t Get Drunk (D)

Julie Ann Johnson (D)

Liberty (D)
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Tunes by Key Continued

Michigan Pioneer (D)
Midnight on the Water (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)

Nixon’s Farewell (D) ..........

Over the Waterfall (D)

Pig Ankle Rag (D)

Quince Dillon’s High D (D)
Ragtime Annie (D/G)

Rock the Cradle Joe (D)
Sadie at the Back Door (D)
Sarah Armstrong (D)
Shuffle About (D)

Snake River Reel (D) .........

Soldier’s Joy (D)
Spotted Pony (D)

Springfield (D) ..ccccoveninnnns

St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Sweet Bundy (D)

Walkin’ Uptown (D)
West Fork Gals (D)

..................... Curtis Bouterse

...................... Jere Canote

...................... Peter Lippincott

...................... Erynn Marshall

Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
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Tunes by Key Continued

Auger in the Ditch (G)
Barlow Knife (G)

Big Scioty (G)
Blackberry Blossom (G)
Colored Aristocracy (G)
Cora Dye (G)

Crooked Stovepipe (G)
Cuffy (G)

Flowers of Edinburgh (G)
Girl | Left Behind Me (G)
Green Leaf FaNCy (G) ...cccveveeieeienieesnnseeseeseeseencens Norman Blake
Indian Corn (G)

Jeff City (G)

Jimmy in the Swamp (G)
Jumpin’ Toothache (G)

LeviJackson Rag (G) .cccceevereereieiecenrecenrenecacannas Pat Shaw
Lostin the Woods (G) ..ccceveeeenreeerenrerencecenennnns Mike Ross
Magpie (G)

March of St. TImothy (G) cccceeveeeieiiieirnreeecanennas Judi Morningstar
Moon Behind the Hill (G)

Mr. Chubbs’ Waltz (G) ...cccceeeeeceerereececececeerennenes Nick Rowse
Nail That Catfish to the Tree (G) ....cccceucerrecennnn Steve Rosen
Old Chattanooga (G)

Puncheon Floor (G/D)

Red Wing (G)

Roscoe (G)

Round the HOorn (G) ...ccceeieeeeeeienieeneeieeceeneenneneens Jay Unger

Seneca Square Dance (Waiting for the Federals) (G)
Shove That Pig’s Foot a Little Further in the Fire (G)
Tombigbee Waltz (G)
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Angelina Baker (D)

D DG D DAD X2
i mwmwian rriu

D DG D DAD X2
i nuuan i

Arkansas Traveler (D)

DGAD A DGAD DGAD X2
T1rirrmirrrr rrini

DGDA DADA DGDA DGAD x2
rtrtrrrrrr rrrnr il
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Ashokan Farewell (D)
Jay Unger & Molly Mason

D D7 GEm D Bm G A
LL I [ I 1 |
D D7 GEm DBmA D
LL I [ I 1 |
D D7 G D D G/B A A7
e m me e mourom i
D C G D D Bm A7susd4 A7
HE e e e i m Il I

Auger in the Ditch (G)

G CGD G CGDG
e v u rrn

G Em(C) GDG GDG
- wrir il
GDG GDG
mirirnti

14
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Avalon Quick Step (D)

D DA D GAD X2
LTI T 1 O |

DGD DGA DD GDD GAD x2
nmirir wnrr o rrn1riin

Barlow Knife (G)

GDG GDCG X2

CGCG CGDG X2
I O R I B

DGDG DGDG X2
1111 11l
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Big Scioty (G)

G G GC DG X2
i me nn imli

GD DEm EmC DG X2
mnua uni imn i mi

Billy in the Lowground (C)

C Am C AmGC X2
(LT A 1L 1

C F C AmGC X2
i nme o1l
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Blackberry Blossom (G)

GDCG CGAD X2
I I I N I I
GDCGCGDG
N I I N I O

Em EmB7 Em CDG X2
mr u n u il

Briarpicker Brown (D)

D DGA D DGAD X2
e m 1

DG DA DG AAD X2
L I 1 O
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Bug in the Taters (D)

D DAD X2
i mnii

D AD X2
i i1

D DAD X2
i il

DGD DAD X2

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July (D)

D DA D DAD X2
i m v

DG DG DG AD X2
L [ |
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Cherokee Lady (D)

D C A D X2
i e e 1

G D G A
I e i n
D C AD
I i

© David Husic
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Cherokee Shuffle (A)

A AF#fim DA AEA
i 1 1 nun 11

DADA DA AF#m DEA
nunn mn nn 111

Cherokee Shuffle (D)

D DBm GD DBm GAD
L1 | | 1 | I N I |

X2

x2

x2

GD GD GD DBm GAD X2
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Chinese Breakdown (D)

D DA A AD D DG A AD
i o e o me wn o i

D DA A AD D DG A AD
L L L I I O O L LI VI R ]

Colored Aristocracy (G)

G GEm CG AD
i nn mnn
G GEm CG DG
i mn nn mnin

GEm Em G CG AD
n - un o munn nnu
GEm Em G CG DG
n - un o munn nn
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Cora Dye (G)

GD GDG GC DG
e e mr i

GC AD GC DG
i g wn i

X2

X2

Crooked Stovepipe (G)

G GD D DG
i un mi

G GD CD DG
i nn mnn
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Crow Creek (A)

A AE A AEA
L L I 1 O [

AD AE AD AEA
LI I 1 I I |

Cuffy (G)

G D G DG
i e m mnn

G C G DG
i i nn
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X2

X2

x2

X2



Cumberland Gap (D)
(Arranged by Mike Ross)

DG GAD x4
m i1 il

A G A G X2
I e

DG DG GAD X2

Don Tremaine’s Reel (D)

DG AD DG AD X2
i un nwmin

GDAD GDA GDAD GDAD x2
Tt b rrrnr Pl
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Eighth of January (D)

DG AD X2
nunmni

X2
D DAD
i i1

Emma’s Pride (D)
Emma Warner

DG DA DG AD X2
i mn nmn i

DGA DA DGA DAD X2
i it rr
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Five Miles from Town (D)
D DDAD
m 11wt
D Bm GAD
i me i1
D DD AD
1 I I |
D Bm GAD
me o i
D DAD D DAD
il il
Bm GAD
i il
D DAD D DAD
me owrr uy M

Bm GAD
111 O |
Flop-Eared Mule (D/A)
D AD D AD X2

A EA A EA
i i e nn
A EA A EAAY7

i m nur i
26



Flowers of Edinburgh (G)

G D GC DG
i mi ni

GD CEm GC DG
mnun i un mnn

Forked Deer (D)

DG DGA DG DGAD
nmn nrrmomn ririi

A AD A DGAD
L 1 O I I

27

X2

x2

x2
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Girl | Left Behind Me (G)

GC GD GC DG X2
i nmn i

G GD GC DG X2
i mir

Grasshopper Sitting on a
Sweet Potato Vine (D)

D GD D GAD X2
i mnn mrin

AD GD AD GAD X2
i mnmnnn e
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C

D

Green Leaf Fancy (G)
Norman Blake

GCG GDG GCG CGDG X2
nmitr unrr mnrr rrii

GEmCG GAD GEmCG
11 unrr 11l
Em/B C A/IC# D GD GCDG
I I I n umm rril

Hangman’s Reel (A)

A AE A AEA X2
i e m mili

AE AEA AE AEA x1
et nn nri

E EA E EA x1

i mer m Hl
ADAD ADAE ADAD AEA X2
FT1rirr rrirr rrrnr il
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Indian Corn (G)

GC GD GC DG X2
i i mi

GC GAD GC GDG X2
i wrr o nii

Jeff City (G)

G GD G GDG X2
i n il

G CD G CDG X2
i i ment i
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Jimmy in the Swamp (G)

G GAD G CDG X2
i wrrmuanmnili

Em EmB7 EmCDG X2
m o nmn i

Johnny, Johnny Don’t Get Drunk (D)

D GA D GAD X2
i i nii

D GA D GAD X2
i i nii
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Julie Ann Johnson (D)

DA D DAD X2
LI 111 I |

GD G DAD x2
LT 1 B [

Jumpin’ Toothache (G)
GD GDG GDG x2

D G DG X2
i u

32



L & N Rag (C)

C F C DG C F X2
QI

FAdm7 CA DGC

I 1 I I I I |

CCF CCD7G CC FE7 x2
i mer m mmr nn

F Adm7 CA DGC

I I I I I |

Photo Courtesy of Elderly Instruments
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Levi Jackson Rag (G)
Pat Shaw

(Pat Shaw’s Pinewoods: Between Two Ponds and Among the Pines)

D7 GD7 G Bb AmD?7
(O 11 11 111 I | B |
G C GE7A7D7 G G7
e w1 r . r mi

C Am E C#m E A7
i me g oo n
D D7 GE7A7D7 GCG
nmuntrr1r 1 11

Levi Jackson Rag (G)
Pat Shaw

(The Barnes Book of English Country Dance Tunes)

GCD G Bb D
i un nm i
G C GCD G
CLL LT I | O [

C Am E C#m
I e
EA D GEAD G
i mrren
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Liberty (D)
D G D AD

D DA D GAD

Little Billy Wilson (A)

AD E AD EA
i me mnmn i

AEEA AEEA
e ur mi i

AD AE BmD ADEA
nmannn nn i

35

X2

x2

x2

X2
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Little Dutch Girl (A)

A AE A AEA X2
i g m v

A AE DA AEA X2
g nn 1

Photo Courtesy of Pretty Shaky String Band
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Lost in the Woods (G)
Mike Ross

GDG GDG A DG
mirr e nn

Am DG E7 GAm
mr o un n

Am GEm7 DC D7G
i 1 1 mi unu

CG7 D A7 D
i w1

© Pook, Stevenson
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G DG G DG
i i

G CDG CDG
(I |

Magpie (G)

X2

x2

March of St. Timothy (G)
Judi Morningstar

GD7 EmBm CG AmD?7

mu mu i
GD7 EmBm CG
) I | A 1 1 I | I |

D7 G D7 G (Rest)
i m i 1 (2,3,4)

i
D7 G
Il

D7 G CG Em AmD7G
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Michigan Pioneer (D)

D DA AAD X2
i mmnn

DDA AAD X2
i menn

Midnight on the Water (D)

DDDDDGDAD X2
fmmuarmun v nm m

DD D DEmEmBmMmBmM X2
e mom o m
GGDDDGDAD
HE e e mmm
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Mississippi Sawyer (D)

D G D AD

D
il

G
I
G
I

G
il
G
il

A D AD

X2

x2

Moon Behind the Hill (G)

G D DG
i 1l
G CG DG

G D D

G CG DG
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Mr. Chubbs’ Waltz (G)
Nick Rowse

In Loving Memory of Mr. Chubbs Photos Courtesy of Nick Rowse

A GGCCGGDD
I 0 e me e me mr i
GGCCGDGG
I T e i e e

B CCEmGGGDD
I e e me e u
CCEmGGDGG
I i e me e me i
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Nail That Catfish to the Tree (G)
Steve Rosen

G D G DG X2
i w1

C D C DG X2
i i

Nixon’s Farewell (D)
Curtis Bouterse

DG DA DG DAD X2
L L 1 {1 O I |

DGDA DA X2
1111 i
DGDA DAD

N O O I I |
42



Old Chattanooga (G)

G GC G DG X2
i mnn

G GC G DG X2
i mnn

Over the Waterfall (D)

DAD DAD DAD CG X2
T | I | O I O 1 I 1 |

DGD DAD DGD DAD X2
I I Y O I O I I |

43



Pig Ankle Rag (D)
(Arranged by Les Raber and Bud Pierce)

A7DGD A7DGD
mrrmwmit 1rnu
GDB7 E7A7 D
nmitr 1 11

A7 DGD A7 DB7E7A7
e rrorl

A7 DGD G DB7E7A7D
e vt wrrrnri

Puncheon Floor (G/D)

G GD G GDG X2
e m ririn

DGDA DADA X2
1111 111l
DGDA DAD
1111 111
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Quince Dillon’s High D (D)

D AD D AD X2
i mir nn nn

D C D AD X2
I

Ragtime Annie (D/G)

D DA A AD X2
I i

D DG A AD
I i
D DCG GD ADC
i rrmnunn il

GC DG GC DG X2

i un mn i
45



Red Wing (G)
(Arranged by Les Raber and Bud Pierce)

G CG CG A7D
LT 1 I |
G CG CG A7DG
i mnmn i

C GDG X2
I I i i

Rock the Cradle Joe (D)

D D GD AD X2
i me mwn 1in

AD GD AD GAD X2
i o i

46



Roscoe (G)

G GD GC DG X2
i mn mni

GC GD GC GDG X2
i nn rirn

© Mark Eifert
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Round the Horn (G)
Jay Unger
(Portland Collection)

G CD EmDC AmEm X2
L1 {1 A | |

CG AmMBm CG DEm X2
mmn un un un i

Round the Horn (G)
Jay Unger

G CD GDCG DGEm X2
e rrrrorr

CG DG CG DGEm X2
L I I [
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Sadie at the Back Door (D)
Jere Canote

D DC DCG AD X2
- mn et i

D CD DCG AD X2
e nmmnmri mli

Sarah Armstrong (D)

DGD ADA DGD AD X2
I O [ O B O I 1

DA GD DA GD X2
i mnn nn nn
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Seneca Square Dance (G)
(A.K.A. Waiting for the Federals)

G GC G DG X2
i un mni

G GEm CG DG X2
i mnun nn in

Shenandoah Falls (A)

A D AE AD AEA X2
i mr rirn

Bm A Bm AEA X2
i e m rrn
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Shove That Pig’s Foot a Little
Further in the Fire (G)

GC GDGC DG X2
i mnn mni

GC GD GC DG X2
i i

Shuffle About (D)

DA GA DA GA X2
i nnnn

D A D AD X2
i i e ml
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Snake River Reel (D)

Peter Lippincott
(Portland Collection)

DA D DA DAD x2
T T O O |
CGD CGD CGD DAD x2
T T T T B I |

Snake River Reel (D)

Peter Lippincott

DG DA DG DAD X2
L L O 1 I I O |

CGD CGD CGD AD X2
T 1 I B 1 1
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Soldier’s Joy (D)

D DA D DAD
L L 11 A O |

DG DA DG DAD
L L 1 I O O |

Spotted Pony (D)

DADG DA DADG DAD
Tt nnrrrr mrli

DG DA DG DAD
i unmnnn il

53

X2

x2

x2

x2



Springfield (D)
Erynn Marshall

DA GD DA GAD
i un an 11

GD AD GD AD
mnmun mnmn nn

St. Anne’s Reel (D)

D GD D GAD
i e rin

DEm AD BmG AD
i mim i i

54

X2

x2

x2

x2



Sweet Bundy (D)

D G D A7D
L 1L ] I 1

DG A7 DG A7 D
i mnn m i

Ten Strike (C)

C G C GC
i e i

Am G FC GC
i w1

55

X2

x2

x2

x2



Tombigbee Waltz (G)

G GG G
I m e m
D DCG
I m

GGCG
Hmlimiimi
DDCG
Jmlimiimil

Walkin’ Uptown (D)

A D GD D EA
i m nn
D GD D AD
i m nin

B DD7 GD D EA
i nun mi
D GD D AD

i nn m mni
56

X2

x2



West Fork Gals (D)

DG A DG AD X2
i i ni

D A A DAD X2
i m 1 i1n

Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)

D GDA D GDAD X2
o 1

D EmA DAGD GDAD X2
e rrrrorrii
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Shakys in Action

© Pooh Stevenson
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© Molly McBride
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© Jerry Clifford
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© Molly McBride
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© Molly McBride

© Cynthia Langdon
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© Frederick Johnson

Photo Courtesy of Sandy Seelye Wong
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© Tim Joseph

© Pooh Stevenson
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© Molly McBride © Frederick Johnson
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© Molly McBride
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© Molly McBride
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© Molly McBride
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© Molly McBride © Molly McBride © Molly McBride
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Photo Courtesy of John Suppnick,

© Molly McBride
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© Frederick Johnson

© Molly McBride
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Photo Courtesy of Mike Ross
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© Frederick Johnson
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Thank you again to all the Shaky
friends and family that helped
me compile and design this chord book,
May 2026
Kathleen Clifford




